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Preface
Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is a major health issue not only in China but also in other parts of the world. Approximately 10% of the global population has CKD and the progression of the disease will lead to end-stage renal disease (ESRD) -a devastating condition requiring costly renal replacement therapy. Given this background, extensive understanding of the pathogenesis of the disease and exploring novel therapeutical targets will help us to alleviate the disease progression, improve prognosis and reduce its impact on the global economic burden. Currently, primary glomerulonephritis is the leading cause of CKD and ESRD in China whilst in Western countries it is diabetic nephropathy and hypertensive nephropathy. Much progress regarding pathogenesis as well as treatment of primary glomerulonephritis has been achieved recently. As a result of active involvement in global nephrology, clinical data from Chinese studies on primary glomerulonephritis have significantly contributed to the making of international guidelines and histological classifications on glomerulonephritis such as the recently published Kidney Disease: Improving Global Outcomes (KDIGO) Guidelines on Glomerulonephritis and Oxford Classification of IgA Nephropathy . As not many books have been specifically published on primary glomerulonephritis, we decided to further research this topic.
As readers approach this book they will immediately find it is different from the classic textbooks which contain comprehensive information on every aspect of nephrology. It focuses on the cutting-edge knowledge and delivers up-to-date information on primary glomerulonephritis: in the Overview chapter, the epidemiological data of primary glomerulonephritis, changing spectrum of biopsy-proven primary glomerulonephritis in China and pathological advances of glomerulonephritis are reviewed and discussed; in the chapter on IgA Nephropathy , state-of-the-art renal science regarding the update of the genetic basis of the disease, role of podocytes injury, treatment advances and prognosis predictors are well presented; in the chapters on Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis/
